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In excreise of the powers conferred an me by Section 274 of the Constitubion ol
the Federal Republic of Nigerin, 1999 (As Amendedland all other powers

chahling me an that behalf, 1, Adsha Bashir Aliyu, Horourable Chiel Judge ol

Nasarawa State. hiereby issue the (ollowing Practice Bhirectivns an Srall Claims

Court in Nasarawa Stale-

Dated this day 117 April, 2022,

Hon. Justice Aisha Bashir Aliyu,
The Honourable Chief Judge of Nasarawa State.




DirectionsonSmall Claims Court2022.
Nasarawa State Judiciary.

Practice

PREAMBLE:
Whereas. |. The Honourable Chiel Judge of Nasaraws State hereby designate

sivme Magustrates’ Courls as Small Claims Courts

he Practice Directions shall apply und be observed in the Muagistrates” Courts

desipnated as Small Claims Courts and by the High Lourt, when Sitling over

appeals from the Small Claims Courts




DEFINITION OF SMALL CLAIMS COURT
Small Claims Court is a specialised Court dealing with monetary claims of Smillion and below

It shall be handled with due regards to less technicality, less formality and speed.

ARTICLE 1: OBJECTIVE
The objective of the small claims procedure is 1o easy access 1o an informal, inexpensive and

speedy resolution of simple debt recovery disputes in the Magistrates Courts.

ARTICLE 2: COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION
1} An action may be commenced in the Small Claims Court where:
a. The Claimantor one of the Claimants resides or carries on husiness in Nasarawa State;
b. The Defendant or one of the Defendants resides or carnies on business in Nasarawa
State.

. The cause of action arose wholly in part in Nasarawa State.

7]

d. The claim is for a liquidated monetary demand in a sum not exceeding N3, 000,000
(Five Million Naira), excluding interest and costs,
¢. The Claimant has served on the Defendant, a LETTER OF DEMAND ar a Demand
Notice as i Form SCA [,
2) The action shall be commenced by Claim upon the completion of a Small Claims
Complaint Form as in Form SCA 2 and payment of requisite fees shall be effected.
1) The summons shall issues as in Form SCA 3 upon the Registrar being satisfied that the

requirements of 2 (1) above have been met.

ARTICLE 3: SERVICE OF SUMMONS
1. The summons shall be served by the Registry of the Small Claims Court within seven (7)
days of filing by the Sheriff of the Small Claims Court.

2. Upon service, the Sheriff of the Small Claims Courts shall file an Affidavit of service as

—

in form SCA 6 within two (2) days of service.
3, The provision of the District Court rules regarding mode of service, except as provided

herein shall apply to any process of whatever description issued by the Small Claims

Court.




I the event ol (1) above, the ¢lanuant shall apply foren Order o substiiuted servioe

ol the Summons on the Defendant by Gilling and filing Form SCA 7.2

,_

{ﬂ] {.llun H!\ZL‘-lPI |_||.|j I_I'I]l_\r L'.LIH'IIJIL'.'.I.'!J |.|_|r.'.|l HL';\T Ih;_; :"L-1|J_E'r}|,|ull.,‘, :h..j” muke an Grudir for

substituted service of the summone

(7 Qubstituted serviee may he elfected by electronic emm! or phone number 1

gubktitited serviee i 1o the elfectad by services o the electrsmc mal address or

plione fumber of o party, the fallowing gravisions shall be applicabie

(i The. application in terms ol Adicle 5 (31 above must be accompanied by an
affidavit conBrming the wentity of the respondent. postal/physical address and
the elegtronio mail address mowhich the defendan will receive serviee of the

LIRS

() A copy of any electronic mail cormespondence including attachments betwesn
the parthes may be attaghed as prool of the validity of the elecironic mail
address.

() The Sherift ol the Small Claims Court Shall sérve the summons, bnnexures
and pleadings by way ol clectrenic mall on the address as is ondered by the
court, mdicating what processes have been served by way of electronic mail
or phone number wned the numbser of prasees thil were e lend

ARTICLE 4: FILING DEFENCEADMISSION/COUNTER-CLAIM

i Upor service of the: Summaons, the Defendant shall file his Defence/Admassion or
L ognterclaim within Soven (7) davs by completing Form SCA 2 gs appropriote

(2 The proviswon of Ariche 3 o service ol Summons shall apply. 1o service of a

Coynterclamm;

(3 Wherea Detendant falls 0 lile an Answer to the Claim, such Defendant may be held
1vhave admitked the € laim

ARTICLE 8§ COUNTER-CLALM

il If at the time the scnon fs commenced the Defendant intends o claim against the
Clhimant a liguidated mongy demand: not exceeding N3.000,000.00 (Five Million
Noire) (excluding interekt and costs) and which ¢loim arises our of the wwme
transaction o séres of transactions, the Defendant shall complete and file o
counterclamm fonn a8 m Form SUA S dnswer o the Claim

{2 I e tbe vinwe the action s commenced, the Defendant intends 1o claim against the
Clamant o hguidated money demand exceeding N3,000,000.00 (Five Million Naira)
but not- more than N1O,000.000.00 (Ten Million Naira) (excluding inferest and costs),

o




(3}

{4)

(5

()

{h

[which is the limit ol the genersl jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court),the Defendant
may file s counterclaim in the pending Small Cliims setion by filling Form SCA 5

H el e the nchion 1s commenced, the Datendant has o Counterelnim that exceeds the
general jurisdiction of the Magistrate Coun, the Defendant may file the counterelaim,
by completing Form SCA 5, PROVIDED that anv ludgment in the Defendant’s
favour shall be limited 10 the gereral jurisdiction of the Magistrates” Couns,

In the event of (1) above, the DefendanuCoumter Claimant shall be deemed 1o have
ahandoned thie excess of the counterclaim

The Delendont(s) counterelaim <hall be Hmited 1o the Claimant (5) an recond.

The Claimant may file a reply 1o the Defendantis) Defence and Counter-claim within
[ive (31 daysof service of the Defendant(s) Defence and Counter-claim.

Mo pleadings after reply are allowed

ARTICLE 6 NON-APPEARANCE

ol

(2)

(3

When the claim 15 called for hearing on the dute Axed and neither party appears, the
Magistrate shall unless he sees good reason to the contrary, strike out the claim

Where the claim is called for hearing and the claimant appears but the Defendant does
not appear, provided there (s prood of service, the Magistrate shall proceed with the
hearing of the ¢laim andenter Judgment as far as the <laimant can prove his claim,

Wherme the claim 1= called Tor earing, biwd the Deiéndant appears but the clammant
deoes not appear, the Delfendant of he has no counterchum, shall be entitled 1o an Order
striking out the claim, but iF he has o counterclaim, the Magistrate shall procesd to
hear the commorekom and enter Judgment sccordingly, as far as the Defendant can

prove his counterclaim

ARTICLE 7: PROCEEDINGS AT THE HEARING

(1

{3

Al the first appearance of the pirties beliore the Coun, the Magistrite shall pramote,
encourage and facilitate nogotiation among the parties, The process of facilitlating
amicable settlement of the dispute among the partiss shall not exseed seven (7) days

Notwithstanding 70 1), the parties ore dlso encournged o correspond wilh edch other
witha view to seithng the maotter aimicably or to narrow the issues. However, the
court  must be mlonmed on the hearmg date i the case is-sentled by agreement before
that date and o consent judgment may be entered by the Court accordingly.

It the event that partes are unable o settle the disputeamicably, the Magisirate shall
hild a pre-trial conference for the purpose of giving directions for hearing of the
claim orcounerclaim [as the cose may bed ncluding o hearing time table, length of




trial of hearing, exchange of witness(es) hst, formulation and settlement of 1ssues, as appears
to the Magistrate to secure the just, expeditious and speedy disposal of the ¢laim or .
counterclaim.

4. Hearing shall be conducted by the court from day to day as far as is practicable and may only .

be adjourned as a last resort and for the shortest possible time. |

5. Adjournment can only be granted during proceedings in unforeseen and exceptional
circumstances and a party may not be granted more than one (1) adjournment during the entire
proceedings,

6. The entire hearing period shall not be more than thirty (30) days from the first date of hearing,
inclusive of the seven (7) days for amicable settlement.

7. During the hearing, the Magistrate may ask any question of the witness or order the witness
to praduce any document in the wilness' possession in order to clear up any ambiguity which
may have been left obscured in evidence given by such a witness to speed up the hearing

8. The Court shall do a case management hearing immediately issues are joimed.

ARTICLE 8: REPRESENTATION
Parties may represent themselves at the proceedings in the Small Claim Court

Partnership and Registered Companies may be represented by either a Partner, Company,
Seeretary or any Principal Officer of the Partnership or Company.

ARTICLE 9: EVIDENCE
Parties may testify on their own behalf and render all necessary documents and they may

call other witnesses (o give evidence at the hearing.

ARTICLE 10: JUDGEMENT
I. The entire period of proceedings from filling till judgement shall not exceed sixty (60)

days.
The judgement of the Court shall not be invalidated by reason of the entire proceedings

I3

of the court having exceeded sixty (60) days.

3, The Magistrate shall endeavour to issue authenticated copies of the judgement
immediately after its delivery but in any event nol exceeding seven (7) days from the date |
of the delivery of the judgement.

4. The small claims court judgement can be delivered summarily

ARTICLE 11: ENFORCEMENT
|. The Defendant or Defendants to counterclaim (as the case may be) shall comply with the

judgment and pay the Judgement sum within fourteen (14) days of delivery of judgement

8
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Upon default of the Defendant or Defendants to counterclaim to pay the Judgement sum
within the time specified, the Judgment shall be enforced in like manners as any order of

the Magistrate’s Court for the payment of money,

The Magistrate shall endeavour to enforce judgement forthwith at the completion of

hearing, The judgement shall include the Courts determination of issues raised in any

interlocutory application(s) filled by any of the parties.

ARTICLE 12: APPEALS .
|, Where either party is aggrieved with the Judgment, such party complete the A ppeal form,

a8 in Form SCA 8 within fourteen (14) days of the delivery of the Judgment stating the
reasons for the Appeal.

The Registrar of the Small Claims registry shall compile the records of Appeal within
fourteen ( 14) days of the submission of Form SCA 8.

The records of Appeal shall thereafter be forwarded to the fast Track Registry domicile
or the Judicial Service Commission, where it is then assigned to a Judge of the Fast Track
Court designated to hear Appeal from the Small Claims Court.

The Judge, so designated shall cause Hearing Notices to 1ssue to the partics and the
Appeal shall be heard at the earliest convenience of the Court.

The Appeal shall be by oral hearing of the parties and on the records of the Appeal.

The whole Appellate Process from the assignment of the Appeal to Judgment shall not

exceed thirty (30) days.

ARTICLE 13: GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Every Magistrate presiding in a Small Claims Court shall judicially and judiciously

13

presides over all cases.

The Magistrate shall note in the Small Claims Records of proceedings. the time of the
day when the proceedings commenced and ended for each sitting.

The Registrars may be required from time to time with forwarding the number of
disposed cases before the Small Claims Court to the Nasarawa State Judicial Service
Commission.

The Secretary to the Nasarawa State Judicial Service Commuission may from time to time
generate and publish a report on the number of disposed cases before the Small Claims

Court in two (2) National Daily Newspaper.



FORM SCA L ISMALL CLAIMS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)

LETTER OF DEMAND

FRENA
WORK ADDRKESS
RESIDENTIAL ADIRESS:

TELEPHONE SO, AND E-MAILL...

(R8
WORK ADDRESS:
RESIDENTIAL ARDRES ...

TELEMIONE KO, AND EMAIL:. .

SIRATATIAM

DEMAND.
| herehy demand from you that:

FPLEASERTATE PARTTCUEARS)

Unless vou comply with thisidemand within fourteen (14} days after recespt of this leter,

simmons will be issied against voiu in the Small Claims Courl

Yo faithiully,

CLAIMANT S SIGNATLRI




FORMSCA 2 (SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)

COMPLAINT FORM (10 ACCOMPANY FORM SCA Ji

2. Plgmag oithld W Ciipiey i 10 ofec MEE NN FEONEN P, PROe Y, el Fe PO [ pE e

b v el v gl

T Ko thes foormood ohe By ol the S

i PARTICULARS OF CLAIMANT(S)

FULL NAME:....

WORK ADDRESS

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:

TELEPHOME NOAND EMAIL:....

Please aitach a lis af oher Cladmarnity ((Fniore Sia one) with the requived parficilary
1% PARTICULARS OF DEFENDANT(S)

FULL NAME:.

WORK ADDRESS: R e

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:.

TELEPHONE NO, ANTYEMAIL: o

Mk alitdeh a Tt af obler Defendants (G move thar ong) Witle e reguiiedd pariicutin

= PARTICULARS OF CLAIMS) T S NS

TOTAL SUM CLAINMED
INTEREST:
L {JRJ.H-"H |f|.‘JI|'IJI.'¢_'|Jh|IL'i 2l

CYETIERS A appad fernbde




PLEASE SUMMARIZE YOUR COMPLAINT ANB $TATE THE STEPS YOL HAVE

FAKEN TO
RECOVER THE CLAIM

CLAIMANTS SHGNATURE DATE
THUMBIFRINT

Sworn TooAn the Registry the [istrict Court O Nasarawa Stake,
(Sl Clims Court)
| TEJNPRY % | [N e | Ehe
The foregoing heving been read und intempreted by me to the Deporent in ...
languspe he belng IMiermte/Blind and he having appeared perfectly o have undersiood before

affixing his thumb print impression,

Commmsioner for Oaths




| =

Hil

":|:\'|

(h)

Losts

Fostak:

FORMSOA MSMALL CLAIMS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)
SUMMONS

CLAIM NGk

BETWEEN

CLAIMANTS)

DEFENDANTIS)

Thi O laimvnt Clarms

Dhebt {paticelors g atlachiod)

Court Fegs

Y are hgrebi summoened 1o sppear before this court on the oo ity
ol o ’ A PR 1 3t feseTe |

Vo et or ddery wour Habsility 1o (kg abovemigntiongd claim

W youaeny liability of have a coumterclaim you are advised 1o complete and return
Form SCA 4 10 the registry ol the Small Claims Court wathin Seven (7) days afler the
service of this summons inelusive of the day of service. I vou require longer time for
payment, complete the form of ADMISSION as in Form SCA 4

I'ake notice that i yvou fall ti appesir in Colrl on the hizanmny dute atter g suvipins has

bt served an vou, Judgmeént nry be obfained deainse you by the BLAINTIFI

Money payable interms of o Judgment or Order of Court may be paid directly 1o the

Judgmient Credivor




i} I yow admt the claim and wish o consent o Judgment or wish to undertake 10 pay
thie elasm in instalments o full vou miy. approach the plainifl’

4. Enforeement

ITany person against whom o Judgment for the payment of money has begn glven or an
Order for the payment of money in instalmenis has been made (oils 1o satisly the Judgment ar
Crder

() Suth jud pment oF order miny be enforced agalpst mavables and i71he movables are found
16 he dnsulTicient then against the immavahle ol the party agalns whom the Judgmeni or

Cedes has boen imsiied.

(h) secution shall be taken againgt the while Judgment debr and eosis which have not been
v i de ol of an instalment being pad

{e) The Judgment Debtor s hnble 1o:notily the Judgment Creditor fully and correctly; within
T deys afler e hos changed his plice ol work, employiment or residence. of his new place of

waork. employment or residence.

[Fed this e ..1:1:~r al . ) L | I ||

Regivtrar




FORM SCA 4 SMALL CLAIVIS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)

AFFIDAVIT OF NON-SERVICE

CLAIN MO
BETWEEN

CLAIMANTIS)

AND

DEFENDANT(S]
l.
Make Oath that oi the oday ol NN P al

Aeleck | arempled o serve upon

| have been unableto sgrve the Summons on

hecauie

Sheriff Corp

Swarn To At the Begistey the Disteien Court OFNasarmwy State,

{Small Claims Court )

This.... Lday sl .| | [




FORM SCA S ISMALL CLAIMS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)

FORNM OF ADMISSEON, DEFENCE AND COUNT ERCLAIM (TQACCOMPANE
FORMSCA J)

CLAINM MO
BETWEEN;

CLAIMANTIS)

AND

DEFENDANT(S)

fa) ATMISSION

| mehimit the Claimant’s glaim {or) par

af the Clamant's claim and 1 ask for permission 1o pay the sum with costs on that amount on

the oy ol s i 0essn [or by instalments  of

i ] AR P L g e, e y |

et ""’J." VELEE ermrackl P LIE ()

| am unahle tosetfe the claim apainst me hefore this Court bécause,

(hy DEFENCE

I stale in my defence tha

iy

| dispuie:pan ol the Clamant’s lamm that




iStote BeiefTy Dhe ferctx ponw wifi fon rarve befare e cowrts

Hecnuse

Ntceie Brie i he ficls yethe iy dey riaadye D fore Hhe ennriy)

() COUNTERCLAIM OR SET OFF.

| hpve g eounter-claim or sel-ofl agamst the Claimant [

™

S repre e peeiesders ol the Coraierclolm ur Sei off)

CLAIMANT SSIGNATURE DATI
THUMPRINT

e foregning having been read and interpeeted by me {0 the Deponent in |
Inmguage T boing e Blind and he hivong agpeared perfectly 1o have undersiood betore
afiTxing hes thmid pontimpression, |

JURAT (I applteadle) ‘

Commssioner for Oaths
Brefendint s address Tor service i Nasaraw

Fated this -~ diwy ol : y2l

AT VO B TER PR AN ANSIVER TLF PR O PRL L BE D TEV AFE AD

LA




FEIRM SCA & (SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF NASARAWA STATE)

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICFE
(PROOF OF SERVICE TO BE FILED WITHIN TWO (2) DAYS OF SERVICE)

CLAIM N():
EETWIEEN

CLAIMANT(S)

AND

PDEFENDANTIS)
|
Make Chath that on the ... . day ol L L~ 20
Al elogk | served
Hprm
Sammons Ior sl Claims Court
True coupy whereof annexcd issued out of this cour
al. ., P T —————
L||'|-:\I‘i

on the compliami. ol

By deliveriog same personally ., s : before
the il 1 sgrved the
SUMITONs. ., R i SN i : | did
not ko — persomally, but after he was pointed
oub o me By, asked
o 1 e wis i ang hesaid, he was

Shenff Corp

Sworn To At ihe Registry the Distract Court OF Nasarnw s Suie,

{small Cloyms Coun),

Ihis oy il A



FORM SCA T

INTHE MSTIRICT COURT OF NASARAWA STATE (SMALL CLAIMS COURT}
sipieieiisasescasi. WIAGINTERIAL DISTRICI
HOLDEN AT oo g

CLAIN NO:
BETWEEN:

'I.'I,.".I_Ma‘-.s'\iIr:ﬂfnl’i'l.ll‘.’.}tﬁr"l
AND
DEFENDANT(SYRESPONDENT
MOTHIN EX-PARTE
BROVGHT PURSUANT TO ORDER .. RULE ... OF THE DISTRICT COURT

(CIVIL PROCEDURE) RULESOF MASARAWA STATE, 2022 AND UNDER THE
INHERENT JURISDICTION OF THE COURT.

TAKE NOTICE hat the Homourghle Court owill b moved on  the i Dy
] S r A s | S e , ol WO Clock o the forenoon or Soon thereafter as the
Claimanu Applicant may be heard praying the court lor the following

| An Order of ihe Court granting leave 1o the Claimant/Applicant 1o serve the
Summens an the Defendant by substituted means, 1o wil: pasting sume at

being the fast known address of the Defendant or by any other means of service, as s
hereby stated, ... ; . i beskbe AL

Z AND FOR SUCH ORDER OR ORDERS as this Honourable Coun may deem it to
make in the circmnstanees. i his cham.

”u“'.!l.l . o .L!;l} i . :“.

o
-t




FORM S AR

INTHE HIGHCOURT OF NASARAWA STATE
HOLPDEN AT.....ocoaiiaiienani

APPEAL NO;
BETWELEN

APPELLANT(S)

AND
RESPONDENT(S)
NOTICE OF APPEAL
TAKE NOTICE that the e IAppellap(s) being dissatisfied with the
teeision of the [yistric Court iSmall Claiips Coun)

: : Magisterial District a3 contained In
e Judgment delivered on Lhe
1%

do herchy appeal to the High Court of Nasarawa Stale, upon the grounds set out in paragraph
2 and will at the hearing of the Appeal seck the reliels el out in paragraph 3.

AND the Appellant further states thal the names and sddresses of the pesons who would be
dirccily alfected by theappeal are those setout in paragraph 4 of this Motice

PART OF THE DECISION OF THE LOWER COURT COMPLAINED OF: -

e
v

GROUNDS OF APPEAL '
I'he fearned District Judge erred in law when His Worship held that ...

PARTICULARS OF FREOR
b ks vaensnininaaias A . : R AR

20




=

=h RELIEFS SOUGHT FROM THE NIGH COURT OF SASARAWA STATE

Ial a1y Cdrde il he Honourable o

il

[y

1. PERSON{S) DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE APPEAL
NAMES ADDRESS

Doattied 1his day ol .

APPELLANT S SIGNATURI

ALIKESS FOR SERNIC]




